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December/January 
Upcoming Events!
Event						Date/Time				Location
Book Fair					12/11 and 12/13			Library/Gym
Pastries w/ Peeps				12/13 8am-8:45			Cafeteria/Gym	
Bingo Night					12/13 6:30-8pm			Cafeteria
Chorus to Forwood Manor			12/13				        Forwood Manor
Spirit Week					12/17-12/21						
Winter Concert				12/18				Claymont Elementary
Winter Break					12/24-1/2/19				
Students return to school			1/3/19				
PTA Meeting and Crazy Hat Day		1/8
2nd Marking Period Interims Sent Home	11/9							
Martin Luther King Holiday (No School) 	1/21
Vex Robotics Competition			1/25/18 5-8 PM			Cafeteria
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Twin Day 12/17
Sports Day 12/18
Candy Cane or Stripes Day 12/19
Holiday Colors 12/20
Pajama Day 12/21 ($1 donation to wear pajamas on pajama day…all proceeds donated to Make a Wish.)
Make a Wish Stars will be sold all week to raise funds for Make a Wish.  (Students will receive a candy cane for each star purchased)    
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Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test
The Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test is a brief, culture-fair measure of school ability.  The test items have been selected to ensure fairness across gender, race, and ethnicity.  Each December kindergarten students in all of the Brandywine School District schools are provided an opportunity to take this test. This group-administered online test takes 30 minutes. Individual schools choose the date in December that they will be testing. As a predictor of scholastic achievement, the results of this test may indicate that a student should be reviewed by a panel in the spring to determine if he or she needs gifted education services.  If you have any questions about the Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test, please contact Ann Marie Fitzgerald in the gifted services department at www.giftedservices@bsd.k12.de.us.
*If you do not wish for your child to take this assessment please e-mail or send a note to your child’s teacher before the testing date.
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Congratulations to our monthly Chick-Fil-A winners!  Each student in the homeroom received a coupon for a free kids meal.
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Room 402 Mrs. Williams				Room 201 Ms. O’hanlon
		
F.R.E.D. the Fox Book Challenge
  Forwood Reads Every Day
Congratulations, our students reached the first benchmark of 80%!  The top readers from each grade painted Mrs. Golden’s and Mr. McDermott’s face…look for pictures in the Brandywine Review and Instagram.
Top Readers from 1st Marking Period
[image: ]KN: Kaylee Dixon
1st: Caelie Spencer
2nd: Richie Gommer
3rd: Adrianna Greene-Simmons
4th: Sara Beck
5th: Jack Cole
1st Marking Period: Paint the administrator’s face!  
2nd Marking Period: Duct Tape the Administrators to the wall
3rd Marking Period: Pie in the face of Administrators
4th Marking Period: Dunk Tank
In addition, a free bike will be raffled out for the top female and male reader!
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The Nurse’s office has been quite busy.  Most of the staff got their flu shots in October, did you?  Please get immunized! It’s the best way to prevent the spread of Flu for you and your loved ones.
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All Kindergarten, 2nd, and 4th graders have had their vision and hearing checked. If you have any concerns over your child’s results, please call me. Only students who failed the screening received notification from me. If you received a notice, and you still haven’t made arrangements for a follow up exam by your health provider, or need help finding a doctor or financial assistance, please call me.
All 5th grade students will be betting their backs checked in December during their Physical Education class. This is called a Gait Screening and I will be looking at the curvature of their backs.  This screening will be done 5-9th grade.  You will be notified if your child needs a follow up. 
Please send in any updated physicals, immunizations on your child so that information can be updated on their school record. If you received notification from me that I am missing any immunizations, physicals, etc. please obtain that information and send to me as soon as possible.  
Help needed for Spring Health Fair!  I will be having a planning committee meeting on January 8, 2019 from 5:45pm-6:45pm, the same day as the PTA meeting.  I hope you can attend, but if you can’t and are interested in helping out, please email me at Sheila.pickering@bsd.k12.de.us
Thank you! 
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Congratulations to our 13 athletes and Unified Student Partners who competed in the basketball competition on Wednesday, December 5.
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Want to have a great day?  Drive through Arden!
The next time you drive through Arden you might see one of these thoughtful Forwood students waving at you with a big sign that reads, “HAVE A GREAT DAY”.   Forwood students Xander Rohrbach, Max Ferrell, and Vanya Yohay said they made the signs and brought them to their bus stop to spread some love.  “We just wanted to see if we could cheer people up and make them have a great day!” 
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STEAM Night
[bookmark: _GoBack]On November 27th, Forwood Elementary hosted their annual STEAM Night (Science, technology, engineering, arts and math). Students in grades K-5 were read the book, Balloons Over Broadway: The True Story of the Puppeteer of the Macy’s Parade.  Next, students planned, designed and constructed their very own Holiday Macy’s Balloon using a variety of household items (tape, balloons, wrapping paper, string, crayons, markers, etc.), and/or recycled materials. The balloons are currently on display in the lobby of Forwood Elementary.  Come check them out!  
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Help Your Child Succeed in School:
Build the Habit of Good Attendance Early
School success goes hand in hand with good attendance!
DID YOU KNOW?
• Starting in kindergarten, too many absences can cause children to fall behind in school.
• Missing 10 percent (or about 18 days) can make it harder to learn to read.
• Students can still fall behind if they miss just a day or two days every few weeks.
• Being late to school may lead to poor attendance.
• Absences can affect the whole classroom if the teacher has to slow down learning to help children catch up.
Attending school regularly helps children feel better about school—and themselves. Start building this habit in preschool so they learn right away that going to school on time, every day is important. Good attendance will help children do well in high school, college, and at work.
WHAT YOU CAN DO
• Set a regular bedtime and morning routine.
• Lay out clothes and pack backpacks the night before.
• Find out what day school starts and make sure your child has the required shots.
• Introduce your child to her teachers and classmates before school starts to help her transition.
• Don’t let your child stay home unless she is truly sick. Keep in mind complaints of a stomachache or headache can be a sign of anxiety and not a reason to stay home.
• If your child seems anxious about going to school, talk to teachers, school counselors, or other parents for advice on how to make her feel comfortable and excited about learning.
• Develop back-up plans for getting to school if something comes up. Call on a family member, a neighbor, or another parent.
• Avoid medical appointments and extended trips when school is in session.
When Do Absences Become a Problem?
CHRONIC ABSENCE 18 or more days
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